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Photographic Memory

BY 'OEL KELLER
Photos courtesy of Michael Yamashita

l\ /f 
ichael Yaniashita has jusi

ll/ I rerurneo rrom a pnoto
M shoot- But itk not iust anv
photo shoot; hes working on a lravel
gride of New York City and spent the
early moming hours takhg shots of
lowef Manlattan from out the side of
a heljcopter. He's tired :md sweaty.
But he lnows theret more work to

As he looks ovcr ihe images, he'.s
not happy wiih what he sees. "The

lighting is not that great on these
because I'm up thefe too late,' he
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Nati ona I Geo graphic photographer M ichaeI Yamash ita
recalLs his career thus far

says from behind his ccorgc
Nakashina desk in his honrc olfice.
"By the time we look offjt was
already si{-thirty. I wanted to get up
thcre at five." He laier firms up pla.s
to go up again, hoping to capturc the
same subl'ect at daybreak.

Such dedication to cfafi is expect-
ed from someone wi$ the experience
of Yamashiia (pronounced Ya-MA-sh-
ti)r hc: bccn a prctcs-qional photo
joumali$ for more than l0 years.
The Chestef resident has spent the
bulk ofhis career h"veling the world,
shooling moslly for,\drloral
G"o:"apl;c. In the lasl six yea.s. he
has completed two nrajor projects lor

thcm: onc that took him on Maico
Polot ioumcy fro]n Italy to China,
and, more recently, one where he fo1-
lowed the joumeys ol Zheng He, who
wenl on diplomaiic ll?de missions all
over Asia durlng the Ming Dynast]t

''This guy s so little hown h rhe
west." he says of Zheng, conpared
to, say. Vasco da Cama. who was the
first European to come to the Far
East by ship. Da Gamas tlaveling in
iwo bealup shjpsj thjs guy was trav-
eling in a fleet ot 100 ships, some as
long as ,t00 leet. '

The project, for which Yanashita,
57, and NatioLal Geogruphic writel
Frank Mviano spen! time in the Asian
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