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board. 'He was soing fto workl tor a
consr ting company." So she started
to laggle. "'\Mut are )ou geiLing,
son?."'dre asked, lelling him, "l will
give you beller salarf,, Drore bene-
1i t ! . . .  '

But for Shnun, il wasn'labou! lhe
money: he t€rted Lo delay enlry inlo
business school and take the job. on
the condition that hc could rpply |is
vision to thc ncw rcsiauranls.

"l nccdcd to lcanr hospitalit) the
wal you did, was what he told his
palents. "l canriust takc a ru.nn]g
busnress. because I'll never Lhink I'm
good enough in L\e end."

Thcsc spaccs definitely bear the
fi.gerprinis of lhe energetic l'oung
e.trepreneur who has been designjng
restaurant inlerion fbr hh parents
sincc hc was a teenager Mendhi,
which serves Indian dishes. lealures a
multi-le\'€l dining area connected by a
marble staircase. Dark wood cubbies
conlras! againsl lhe white wails, as
do the green ohairs and banquettesi
the cubbies arc tilled wilh arlifacts
that Mchiani picked up duing a trip
to lndi.r last vcar Thc restauranl will
bc lit b1 2i Fotury clandeliers
(lheret ihat mrmber aeain). lt wili
oftcr a lunch buffet like Moshul did
"we would sel hale mail lif we did-
D tl," jokes Shau. bul l|e menu
will havc sorncwhat lighler fare than
the rich Mughlai dishcs 1:rvorcd ai the

Meanvhile, therel no bu11e! at
Minc Il. Shaun lighiheanedly
descdbes it as a closing spacc a
place to go and celebrate after closhg
a big deal. "Get your client drunk,"
Shaunjokes. "lntimate" is also a
good word to describe X'lhg tl: dark
carpcting, with runnnrg lights comnrg
up over red banquetles. baLhing the
sweeping poplar-planked ceiling in a
warm glo$r A glass'enclosed wine
cellar is pronrine.llJ displayed in the
dining room. The nrenu conlains Lhe
same pan-Asian dishes that the origi
nal Ming in Edisor has Lrccn sc i.g
fbr the last six years, with some nore

The t\ro restaurants arc conncctcd
bJ Sxl2i, a lolnce that Mchtani calls
a lnoody, romanric space. ' lt tea
rures black couches and a backlit,
blrc onyx bd.. On the black walls,
customers can see the letten 'sM '

(Shaun\ nlitials) and thc number
''25" (big sllrlrisc) subtl} ctchcd in
tne phster Alpetizers arc availablc
liom Ming ll, but the stars here are
the drinks; Mehtanihas brought in
two rcno\\'ned ni{oLogists trcm
Sldnc\L Austrnlia to design cockiails
thal lvill be *clusive to SM23 and

To Shaun, the ddnks are as impor
lanl 1o the dining expedence as the
food, which is a philosophv he picked

haun Mehtari has an intinratc
relationship with thc nunbcr
21. t'or instance, he tomcd 2;

on |eb. 21. That's also the dal, whcn
his vision of a nerv Monistowr din
ing cxpcricncc opcncd at the HJait
Mor.istowr aL Headquarters Plaza.

In place of his fan lyt signature
India. rEslauranl, Moghul, he has
opened Ming II, Mendhi and SM23. a
lrio he hopes will beoone'destina-
tions" lbr people who want to cnjoy a
great meal or a wcll concocted oock

''I think Molaisrown is a wondciful
town," sals Shaun, \vho livcs h Ncs
Yofk City'Cln Fridal and Saturda),
i!'s very livel"! and it's very homeli lt
has lhe best of bothworlds.''

How did such a )'oung guy go fron
being a college student to running
three hotspots in onc fcll ss,oop?
Some ot it is sercndipityr Moghul s
lease was up (it closed .,n laD. 1), and
Shaun's mothea Sneh, and tathel,
Salish. wanled 1o Lry something new.
Ai the same Lime, they wanted to hire
Shaun, who was gradu.tting fiom
New York Univer'sityt Sten SchooL
of tlusiness, as the Mehtani Group's
Vice President of Operations.

"l had 1lr negoliate with him,' sa,!s
Sneh, 59, aboul bringing her son on
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u! ryhile r.aveling thougl Europe.
"The vodka slloLrld be uruddled with
fresh cranbcrn jlLice: lthe iuicel
shorldn't conre out ot n $Ln," he
sals. "It should be stinrd prope t. Ii
shotld be Lested 1., make sufe ir has
thc right proportion ol liquor.
Ddnking ca. be like eathg, where
\ou can rcally tasle evefything.'

Costomcrs enrer all thrcc spaces
via a wood paneled gran.l fbver giv
ing pat.ons a contortnble tlace ro
waiL 1bf a tablc. ShauD e\.en dcsi$ed
r|e battrroorns wilh individual roonrs
and a soothing common area with a
bench and a watertall. Arld Hlau
guests haye the convenicncc ofchafg-
ing tlreir |ilis to tlrcif room.

Itt a prctty complicared operalion,
bLrt Mchtani is conlidcnt thal his
vision will succeed. Wc lknewl that
Nlorrisiow. is becomhg l,olurgef,
nore r|scale, and the dlsposable
incone of people {'as incrcasing," he

tsut hc ll have some tfettJ experi-
enccd consultants on board: Morn
and Dad. '[ttt] hls rcslaurant, his
personalit]. his cvcrytling," says
Snch. "We have a lot ofcxperiencei
we arc behind hin. Hc rccds us, we

GMSSHOPPER OFF THE GREEN
4l MORR|S ST.

Op€n for about a yeal this larest our,
post of ihe lersey-based Grasshopper
.han has puta unique stamp on
Morristown! nlghtlife. The bar a.ea
loaded wirh hi8h-def TVs and a LarSe
prclecrion system, has alrcady become a
denination for sports fans The airy din
in8 room lpstairs evokes a woodland
cab n and serves pub favor tes, kish d sh
es and flavorfuL spec als.

TASHMOO
8 DEHART SI

Hard to tind, but worih it once ),o!ie
ther€.Thnkofan l . ish pub,  but  wth an
up8raded bai wood inLay paneLingand
h gh def TV s aLl arolnd serves typical
pLrb favofites for lun.h afd dinner open

GEORGE AND MARTHAS
AMERICAN GRILI
57 MORRTS ST.

Opened in November ln the spot for
merLy o.cupied by Cutter! Bar this
bi8htand open space provides 'upscale

comto.t foodl' from tLr €ydinneEto
rack of lamb to tasty burSers.The bar
offeE a sophisucated spot for happy

FAMILY FOOD AND TRADII tON Through th€i .  var ious restauranrs.  Sha!n
Mehta.  aLonE I  th  h I  parenrs,  5neh a id sat  sh,  ce lebrate the c!  s i .e  and
c! l ture of  Asiar  f resh shr inp wi th spr inS o. to i  and chi les is  a pop!  ar  appe
t  zer  of f  the M ng meiur  the o ld id ian ar t  o f  henna !v  l l  be compt imenrary

WE LOVE THE NIGHT L IFE
Motristown is exper encinS a wav€ of new spots for '! nner and drinks,' each w th ts own sryle and personatiry.
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