
BY JOEL KELLER

of a football fan. neetjng Bart
Oatcs is an intcresting exPcri-
cnce. You know that oatcs was

a I'ro BoNL centcrl so l'ou e\Pcct to
be greelcd bt a |!Llk ol a man. Yo!
might also expcct tha! lc d have the
weatlicred an.l wcary look of a Per'
son who spent fic betler pafi of his
lili tendjng olT large mcn who wcrc
lntenr on knocknrg his ruining back
or quatcrback nno the next week.

Bul fie nran in liont ofJou cnt-r a
difercnt Iigure. S re. he\ tall, buL
hc\ slimnred down snrcc his playing
days. His sillcring hair is ncatlY
conbed back. Intleccably dressed i'r
a rcllo{ golf slin and charcoal gfey
d.css slacks, hc si\€s )ou a fi|m but
wann handshnkc and a plcasanl
smile. In tacl. ifi! wcreni lbr the
scars on his elbo\rs, remnants ol p|j
vjous surgeries, you mighl think thal
Oales $,as jusl likc anl olhe.la$l'er,
businessman of rcal estale agcnl thal

)ou would sec n1 the vicnriN of dre
X{orris Counlv CoLlf thouse.

Her€\ the inLercsthg parLr hc'-( all

''Off.nsive lincnren have a ve1,r-' dil
feren! mindset." sals Oates, sitting in
the coDterence roorn of All Pr.J Title,
LLC. $'be!€ hc is general counsel and
pdncipai partncr' Collectivel\l
the)'rc the least athletic guls on dle
tcanr, but it s a ve.,v ccrebfal group.

lr is L|at ccrebral qualitf that has
lcd Oates, !!ho won Supct Bo\11
championships with Lhe 1986 and
1990 \ew Yofk Giant. and wllh lhc
1994 San iHncisco 49crls. to a lost
footballcareer that te$ "\ llal'ers
ca cLaim. ln addiLion to his work for
thc title corporation, thc Hardifg .cs_
ident is a diiector lor Cohn ReaL
Esktc nl Roseland, finding atld tuliill
ing brokefage assignmenls tor the
Iirm. And nos,. onc ot his maior Phil
anthropic ctlbrts is a"{ the ohaimran
olrhe board of dre Ncw leneY llall
ol Fane (se8 sidrbrf).

Unlike many playeN who leleragc
thcir money or lalne inlo a l|crarilc
carccr afler rhcr- Leave lhc neLd,
oates, ,+7, sct the building blocks lor

SEEING RED A bloody Oates,
le f t  dur i iE a pLayof f  Eame in
1990 aga nst  the ch.ato Bea6
Oppos te pa8e These day!  the
at tor .ey and b!s l .es5ma. s !  is
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E

I

]8  HOL Dq IOOO M MAGAZINI



e f i  D e , e  B a , f  M  c h F  e  s l )  e ,  r . d  Z a c kfAMILY GUY The Oates  fami  ) ' ,  f rom

his post spots career whjLe he was
stilL playing. Soon aficr hc joined the
Giants in 1985, fi€sh fiom two
championships with thc Pliladelplia/
llallimore Stars ofthe defunct USFL,
Oales bes.tn attcndhg Seton Hall
Law School.

Though he wailed until ihc o|| sea-
son to take the bulk ofhis class work.
he did rcgistc. for one oL 1\i o classes
durnrg ihc sca"ron, which he lbund 1()
be a gfeat brcak lrom the rigors of
the NIL. "For ne. it $'as kind of
relieshing 1o bc able io go to class
and sit there and sludy crinrinal pro
cedurc and constitltional law as
opposed to. ror knoq thinking abou!
Ride 25 ard Float i7.''

He SndrLaled ni 1990 and took the
state bar exam du.hg thc n|St week
of Ciants training camp ihat Jrl].
Whcn asked if lhat was one ol thc
oazicr wceks ot his lile, Oales jokes
a littlc. "l canl rcmember anfrore.
Erlrcmc paii and durcss you pu1 ou!
ofrour mnrd." hc laughs. Yeah. il
was. I rdncmber coning in being
erlaustcd, lit wasl jusi so nenlally
raxing. Bur tlat \Vcdnesday moming
Lafter the eriaml. hn practicnrg, with
pads, fulL speed." He didn'l fnrd out
hc passed until !ha! December After
passhg thc ba4 he pmcLiced law
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cvcry oti season lntil his 1996 rctire
menL. specializing in personal injurv
law, contracls and tax la* Now he
wo*s monlr- in th. rclrl esta!e busi
ncssr hc still pfactices law, but lor a
vory hnitcd nunbef of clie.ts.

Gowing up in Geo€ia wilh 1i!c
brolhers and sisteN. oales and his
iamily didn'r have a ht, but his par-
.nts kncw that edLrcaLion was jmpor

tant. A sclt described ned" in hish
school. hc was also a big kid. "So thc
coach grabs ne and says, 'Son, you rc

llavnrg football lor me.'And you'rc
in the Soulh, so s'hen an adult taLks
ro ]ou, )olr salt Yes. sirl"' But hc
also kncw thal football was his only
oppodunilJ 10 go to coLlege, which
he was able to do via an athletic
scholarship to B shan Young
Unilersitl where he reccivcd a
degree in accounling.

Thc impotance of educ.Llion was
not thc only value instjlled on Oatcs
a\ lc grcw up. As a membef ol the
Church of Lattd Da) Saints, he vas
taughl drat scrlice to the conrnrunilv
was cquallr nnportant. As a young
adull, he did missioDary vork tbr Lhe
LDS in Nevada. and he contutlcs to
volunteer his time to a numbcr of
organizations, including lle Unitcd
way and thc Boy Scouts of Americn.

OlLes lar crtcndcd his sense of
dutr' to Llis daughler and two sons he
has with his wite, Michelle. Derck,
2i. just compleled a slinr in thc
Amx which iDcludcd a touf in traq
\\'hh Lhe 82.d Anbornc. And Zack.
20.ls nearirg $e cnd ol a t\'o-yeal
l\lomron missionary assignment n]
llre Ukrainc. "Tlink about laking a
19, 20 year old !$y, and he's basjcally
not even thifking abolrt hnnsell. Two

J'ea$, 2.1 hours a da)' scvcn days a
we.-k, and he can only call his pafents
twice a year. Il's a huge comnrit

Of course, oatcs docsn't to€et his
football daysi in his omce at All Pro
Titlc hang pictufes ofhim with his
Gants and Niners chanrpionship
teams. and he's still good liiends with
tbrnrer tcamnates such as Sreve
Young. Brent ]oncs. Bl11tud, Phil
SinlIrN and lim Burt.

The lessons leanred f.oln cvery
aspect ofhis lile hale madc hi $,hat
hc is ioda!. ,And he urdebknds thrt
bchg a lomer player helps hnn n1
his chadrable endeavors: "I know
being hcrc in dis aLea, and having
been a part of sonc ve4 successlul
Iootball ieanrs, iti givcn me a pLal-
Iolm in some snrall wa) to be able
to do something posi t ivc. ' r
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G ETTIN G THE HALL ROLLING

A b l lcreatnEthe NewJe'sey HalLof
Fame was si8ned i.to Law by actingSov
ernor Rlchard Codey ln September 2005.
The mission of the HallofFame is to
honor people who wer€ born afd,/or
Llved n the state that made, ln the wods
ofthe organ zation! Web site, inval!
able contribltons to society and the

Expert panels w LLchoose nomlnees
frcm amongst the lanks of the famous
and non famous, and. while Chaiman of
the Board Bart Oates of Hard n8 th nks
the fl6t nductee class s Eolng to be
obv ous thlnk spr nEste€n, Edison and
Einstein he wants to make sure the

H.lLhonors as manyd€se.vi.g people as
pos bLe. We want to get a mlx, 8eo
graph.al, from very diverse back

Srounds: Oates says. "We want th s to
be incllsive, to r€present the constitlen-
cy afd poplllation of the statel'

The cat€Bor es for nominees wlllbe:
H sto.lcaL, CeneraL {miLitary. Sovernnrent
and reLigionJ. Eiterprse Gcen.e, tech
nology and blsiness), Sports and Arts &
Entedainment. There wilL also bea life
tinre achievenrent' award that wiLL honor
a peEof that may not be well known,
blt has distingushed him- or herselfin
thecommunity in which they wo or

The nomlnees w llbe announced by
GovJon Corzine and the vote for the
inal ins w l lbe open tothe p lb lc  at  the
Newle6ey Hallof Fame Web site
(wwwnjhalloffame.com) and throurh
paper balLots availabLe at supermarkets
and other pubLic pLaces. 'We want
everyone to be a palt ofthis. This is not
like an A.ademy type thins this is a
peopte! cholce, where this wlllbe open
to the plbtc so they can have the r sayl

An awards ceremony sschedlled ror
thefa lLof200Tand a museLm is  ln  the
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wHO CAN lT BE NOW? Clockwise f rom above lef t :  fhomas Edison -  p c t ! red w th h s a.m aro lnd Henry Ford
B r ! c e 5 p r l n 8 s t e e n , A l b e r t E i n s t e l n a n d H a r i e t T u b m a n a r e s o m e o f t h e N e w l e 6 e y a n s w h o m a y b e  n d u c t e d  n t o t h e
] .  6 i  c lass of  the NJ Hal l  o f  Fame i .  2007i  As act inS gover .or ,  Richafd codey s 8ned a b i l l  creat  nE lhe New lerey Hal l
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